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‘To Whom It May Concern:

Overlap Select Agents and Toxins.

The appropriateness of the current HHS list:

The existing list of Select Agents and Toxins should be reduced and/or stratified. I agree with the recommendation put forth in the
Report of the Working Group on Strengthening the Biosecurity of the United States” that states “a risk assessment should be
conducted for each select agent and toxin on the BSAT list and a stratification scheme should be developed.” 1 support the

rational biosecurity risk assessment that can be used to evaluate the appropriateness of each agent and toxin on the list. Once an
agent is deemed to be appropriate, it can be placed on a tiered and/or stratified list.

The addition of new agents or toxins:
I do not recommend adding new agents or toxins to the BSAT list at this time.

The deletion of agents or toxins:

I recommend deleting the following agents:

Coccidioides posadasii/Coccidioides immitis
Rickettsia rickettsii

Monkeypox virus

Cercopithecine herpesvirus 1 (Herpes B virus)
¢ Saxitoxin
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Shiga-like ribosome inactivating proteins

Shigatoxin

T-2 toxin

Tetrodotoxin

Conotoxins

Diacetoxyscirpenol

Clostridium perfringens epsilon toxin

Nucleic acid derived from BSAT positive polarity RNA viruses
Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis virus (EEE)
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EEE should be removed from the list since local and state health departments and mosquito control agencies routinely release
information regarding the location of arboviral activity in the community. This is done to inform the public and promote
preventative measures in areas at risk. A terrorist could simply trap mosquitoes from the environment and initiate culture to obtain
EEE. Therefore, upholding strict biosecurity measures in a laboratory has little to no impact on reducing a terrorist’s ability to
acquire this agent. Furthermore vector-borne disease agents would likely require sophisticated dispersion strategies.

Tiering of the BSAT list based on relative bioterrorism risk:

I'support a tiered BSAT list takes into account the existing biosafety level of the agent and the relative public health risk associated
with of the agent. The top tier should only possess agents that have the potential to be used as a biological weapon and are
classified as BSL 4 agents. Biosecurity enhancements should be evaluated for this tier and include parameters such as intrusion
detection systems, electronic access- control, 24/7 security monitoring, CCTV surveillance. The mid-tier should contain those

Stratification of the BSAT list based on type of use or other factors:
I'support the stratification of biosecurity standards for agents on a tiered BSAT list. Parameters that should be consider in
stratification include the mission of the laboratory (clinical, public health, research, or production), type of work being performed,

to produce a weapon of mass destruction, the instrumentation needed to transfect nucleic acids that require select agent
registration, and the equipment and facilities needed to disseminate biothreat agents. For example, a public health laboratory may
possess EEE nucleic acid for use as a control in detection assays, but the laboratory does not possess the instrumentation needed to
transfect cells to make replication competent virus. In addition, public health laboratories would not have the equipment
necessary to disperse the agent (Insectaries).

I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinions regarding the review and republication of the Select Agent and Toxin list. I
strongly encourage the establishment of a Biological Select Agents and Toxins Advisory Committee that includes public health

laboratory representation. Public Health Laboratories are a critical component of biological emergency response. Implementing

Sincerely,
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Denise A. Pettit, PhD
Laboratory Bioterrorism Response Coordinator



